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Executive Summary
Science Engagement is an overarching term that includes all aspects of public engagement 
with science including science communication, science literacy, and science outreach and 
awareness. It has been broadly defined as “a two-way process, involving interacting and            
listening, with the goal of generating mutual benefit”. It also connotes ‘participation’ and 
‘involvement’ and the process of working collaboratively with relevant partners who share 
common goals and interests. Science Engagement tends to include perspectives of many 
different stakeholders including community residents, media personnel, and policymakers, and 
values the local perspectives of participants. 

The role of Science Engagement in our society has been more pronounced during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. As the need to engage with people in diverse ways increases, so has the 
identity of the Science Engager. The responsibility of Science Engagement no longer lies solely 
with academics and universities, but now includes specialists and non-scientists  across many 
disciplines.

Science engagers from Africa and across the globe met in March 2020 in Kenya for an Engage 
hub organized by Falling Walls.Commitments to Action (CtA) are formats integrated in the    
Falling Walls Engage Hub launches, where Falling Walls Engage community members               
participating in the Hub develop projects that address Science Engagement challenges which 
emerged from the Hub exchange. Funding difficulties for Science Engagement practitioners 
was one of the CtA focus areas.Following an extensive review of activities it was noted there 
are limited toolkits for aiding science engagers on funding. To this end, Under the Microscope 
partnered with WACCBIP and Falling Walls Engage to  undertake a participatory research that 
explores the challenges and opportunities amongst science engagers and funders. In addition, 
use of these findings to  create a toolkit. This proposed project strives to provide insights on the 
world of science engagers, funders, beneficiaries of these programs and society.
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Under the Microscope

Under the Microscope (UTM) is a non-profit 
organization based in Kenya that advances 
science and innovation in Africa. Focusing a 
lens on Education, Societal engagement and 
research to support, advance and sustain 
science and innovation infrastructure aiming 
to benefit all in  society. UTM is the primary 
partner on the project and will lead the 
research and dissemination.

West African Center for Cell Biology 
of Infectious Pathogens (WACCBIP)

West African Center for Cell Biology of  
Infectious Pathogens (WACCBIP) is one of 
the World Bank’s African Centers of  
Excellence (ACE) at the University of 
Ghana.The center aims to increase research 
and innovation by enhancing collaboration 
among biomedical scientists and industry 
leaders. WACCBIP is a supporting research 
partner on the project  especially the data 
collection and  dissemination phase.

Falling Walls Engage

Falling Walls Engage based in Berlin  is a  
global platform for Science Engagement, 
hosted by the Falling Walls Foundation in 
cooperation with the Robert Bosch Stiftung. 
This platform aims to inspire and connect 
creative individuals and organizations who 
actively involve the public with science to gen-
erate mutual benefits for science and society 
all around the world. Falling Walls are the 
primary funders for the research project sup-
porting the research and ethical approval 
application fees and poster designs. Falling 
Walls will be involved in dissemination for the 
participatory call and study results to the 
wider science networks. 
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While exploring this issue we learnt : - 
 
a)  There is scarce literature review available on Science Engagement 
b)  Science Engagement is  relatively a new terminology public
      engagement is commonly used.
c)  Disparities in regions in terms of available funding 
d)  Some of the barriers to accessing funding are:
         Access to information 
         Poor digital Infrastructure
        Inadequate  skill sets such as grant writing, pitching 
 
 
 

Science Engagement
Activities
The 1st  hub by Falling Walls Engage  was held in Nairobi Kenya, 
March 2020.The Engage Hubs translate into a series of events, con-
ferences and workshops fostering co-learning and the exchange of 
best practices in Science Engagement and Science Communication 
across borders and cultures.  As part of the Commitment to Actions 
(CTA) by Falling Walls one of the key barriers identified during this hub 
was limited funding available for Science engagement activities and 
projects.In addition:

Engage
Hub Kenya

Engage Hub Kenya. Photo Credit: Falling Walls Foundation



Online
Presence
Webinar

The team organized a webinar in which various science engagers 
were invited. This session aimed to explore Science Engagement 
through a financial lens, examining how we can make funding 
more accessible. Two experts were invited to share insights on 
their work in Science Engagement funding.

Errika Moore-Executive Director, STEM Funders Network (SFN)

John Tracey -Program Director , Science Sandbox
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2021 Berlin
Science Week

Berlin Science Week is an annual science festival from 1 to 10 
November that brings   together thousands of people from the 
worlds of science, business, politics, the arts, and society at 
large.As a global hub, the  mission is  to strengthen vibrant and 
diverse scientific networks as well as to facilitate a fruitful, open, 
and interdisciplinary dialogue between science and society.

The team organized a session during the Berlin Science Week to 
share our experiences and proposed a participatory project that 
aims to provide insights on Science Engagement  Funding.



‘Look for outside the box opportunities as they can create exposure for you. Creating visibility, 
exposure, putting your content out there because for the ones who don’t do an open call       
process that’s how they are learning, that’s how they are gaining information, that’s how they 
are gaining insights on who is situated out there’. Errika Morre, Speaker

‘You can open the door but people need to know where the door is. For a lot of people, they 
don’t necessarily know the door to philanthropy exists for them, they won’t even consider 
applying.’  John Tracey, Speaker

‘What we don’t do well as science engagers is we don’t connect with each other well enough,’ 
Jacqueline Goldin,Participant

In this context a Science Engager is anyone who is actively bridging the gap between science 
and society. They can be a science communication or sci-art practitioner, citizen science project               
coordinator etc.



Takeaways From The Webinar.
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Research project was commissioned to investigate and determine underlying reasons for 
underfunding science engagement programs and projects. Through lived experiences, this 
research project will capture insights into the world of funding amongst science engagers 
and funders. The main objective of the study is to determine challenges of the funding 
amongst science engagers and developing a toolkit for funding for science engagers. 

Research design

Phase 1. Qualitative research

This study will be implemented remotely and using a participatory research approach i.e., 
key informant interviews (KII), focus group discussion (FGD) and online questionnaires to 
collect information that will guide in the development and assessment of the toolkit. This 
will involve perceptions and attitudes of science engagers in greater detail, as well as under-
standing the funding opportunities and challenges. The findings from these interviews will 
be used to inform the design of the final development of the tool kit. 

Phase 2. Development and Implementation of the Toolkit

In the development of the toolkit, we will conduct Focus group discussions (FGDs) / Key 
Informant Interviews (KIIs) and In-Depth Interviews (IDI) with funders, experts and science 
engagers. The toolkit will be launched and disseminated to stakeholders and other science 
engagers, institutions, and relevant parties. After the launch of the toolkit, several training 
workshops will be organized for Science Engagers on how to use the toolkit. Funders and 
experts  will be brought in to give interactive talks, and training workshops with engagers on 
what they look for, eligibility requirements, private sector science engagement participation 
and financial support, opportunities, budgeting, engagement plans and strategies, monitor-
ing and evaluation(M&E)  all within the scope of the toolkit. Here challenges and gaps identi-
fied during these sessions will be noted down.

Study Site and Population

This research is an online experiment implemented using survey solutions platforms. Our 
study will be conducted remotely, as our sample will consist of global science engagers, 
who have reliable access to the internet. We will draw our sample from the Science Net-
works, e.g Fallings Walls Foundation alumni who work in different regions around the world. 
100 participants were recruited to take part in the study. 

Research Project



Recruitment strategy

Sample population will be drawn from the  Science Engagement communities such as the 
Falling walls Engage alumni community and social media platforms. We will use a modified 
snowballing strategy to recruit study participants into virtual online interviews. First, we will 
solicit interest in participation among science engagers through a participatory interest  
sign up form. From then share details on how to participate, consent form and a schedule of 
available interview dates.

The science engagers will be purposively sampled. Together with the collaborating institu-
tions, we will develop a list of organizations and people that we believe will be insightful to 
the project. After identifying them, they will be approached by the research team for their 
consent to participate before we collect any data from them. Researchers will call and book 
appointments with these participants to administer the study on them, based on the partici-
pant’s availability and confirmation that they fit the criteria.

Sample Size Categories

Science Funders
(Institution + Experts)

Science Engagers
(Global South and Global North)

TOTAL 20 30

11 10

2 3

7 17Key Informant
Interviews  

Focus group
discussions  

In-Depth
Interviews 

Research Project



Data collection procedures

Research team will reach out to the participants on the Science Engagements online com-
munities. Participants will sign up to participate in the proposed study. Once they sign up, 
the research team will follow up on email with a consent form to invite them officially to 
participate.  During the consenting process all the information and options will be read out 
to the participant.
Once the consent form has been signed, two researchers will be present during the interview 
process, where one will be asking questions and another one will be note taking.

Data Sharing Plan

The research team is committed to making all raw and cleaned high quality datasets availa-
ble for use by the scientific community and policy makers in perpetuity.  All material will be 
treated as confidential to the research team with password protected documents until it is 
determined how it should be treated to be in compliance with the consent form signed for a 
given interview. Materials designated “anonymous,” or with other restrictions, will be stored 
only in the locked cabinets with identifying information redacted. 

Ethical Approval

An ethical approval was granted to conduct the research , this was reviewed by United 
States International University (USIU)  -Africa. REF - A/IRB/387-2021.

Research Project
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With the increase of scientific and technological advancement there is a great need to 
bridge that gap between science and society. This encourages transparent and inclu-
sive research, holds the scientific community accountable and upholds science integri-
ty and necessary ethical consideration.It encourages the use of research for public 
good to improve humanity and this planet.Funding plays a central role in promoting 
diverse and creative science engagement activities that now move beyond ones only 
carried out by researchers and research institutions. 

There is still a lack of data to comprehend the funding landscape in Science Engage-
ment. By the end of the study, we would have achieved the following:
 
 1. Availability of Science Engagement toolkit that is accessible to all.
 2. Increase eligibility of Science Engagement projects to funding 
 3. Have more funding opportunities within the Science Engagement community  
      with an increased intention and interest to meet funders' requirements. 
 4. Transform funding practices and models to have a wider reach. 
 5. Documented and shared best practices for science engagement with funders.

5. Conclusion
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